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the ceremonies of pirit and bana, the perahera procession, and two classes of Buddhist monks, the elders and the ordinary members of the Sangha. His narrative indicates that Buddhism was accepted as the higher religion, though men were prono to pray to deities who would save from temporal danger.
About this time Vimala Dharma II1 made groat efforts to improve the religious condition of the island and finding that the true succession had again failed, arranged with tho Dutch to send an embassy to Arakan and bring back qualified Thoras. But apparently the steps taken were not sufficient, for when king Kittisiri Eajasiha (1747-81), whose piety forms the theme of the last two chapters of the MaMvamsa, set about reforming the Sangha, he found that duly ordained monks wore extinct and that many so-called monks had families. Ho therefore decided to apply to Dhammika, king of Ayuthia in Siam, and like his predecessor despatched an embassy on a Dutch ship. Dhammika sent back a company of "more than ton monks" (that is more than sufficient for the performance of all ecclesiastical acts) under the Abbot Upali in 1752 and another to relieve it in 17552. They were received by the king of Coylon with great honour and subsequently by the ordination which they conferred placed the succession beyond dispute. But tho order thus reconstituted was aristocratic and exclusive: only members of the highest caste were admitted to it and the wealthy middle classes found themselves excluded from a community which they were expected to honour and maintain. This led to tho despatch of an embassy to Burma in 1802 and to the foundation of another branch of the Sangha, known as the Amarapura school, distinct in so far as its validity depended on Burmese not Siamese ordination.
Since ordination is for Buddhists merely self-dedication to a higher life and does not confer any sacramental or sacerdotal
1 His reign is dated as 1679-1701, also as 1687-1706. It is romarkabb that th* MahSvamsa makes both the kings called Vimala Dharma send religious ombasfiios to Arakan, See xorv. 15,16 and xovn. 10,11.
8 See for some details Lorgeou: Notice sur un Manuscrit Siamois contonaut la* relation de deux missions religieuses envoye'es de Siam & Coylon au miUeu du xviii Siecle. Jour. Asiat. 1906, pp. 533 ff. The king called Dhammika By tho Mah&vaquia, appears to have been known as Phra Song Tham in Siam* Tho interest felt by tho Siamese in Ceylon at this period is shown by the Siamese translation of tho Mah&-vamsa made in 1796.